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This publication highlights the various activities the

President has undertaken throughout the month
of January.

LORRAINE WHITMAN

Lorraine Whitman was elected as the
WE ] vsS }( §Z E S]A t}lu v[e <<} ] S]}
of Canadan September 14, 2019. Prior to
her presidency at NWAC, Ms. Whitman
served as President of the Nova Scotia Native
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over the past 45 years.
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My dear friends,

/ § penew yeaw and, hopefully, the continuatiomf a new beginning for the
Indigenous Peoplesf CanadaAs| reflecton the new yearand what may unfold
over the nextl2 months, | v [lBelpbut think about thevalueof community

This past year has been challenging for Canadians and for First Nations altis,
Inuit people. COVIM9 hasimpacted albf our lives. For Indigenous Peoples, this
impacthasstruckat the very soubf our communities and our approact life.

While we may notbe one homogenous groupwe have different histories,
traditions, languagesnd unique cultures/ our notion of communitys similar. Each
bandor entity celebrates their distinct culturend traditions together; multi-
generations live togethein a household; and margf us continueto hunt and
gather food together. For myselfhadan opportunityto give a virtial presentation
to Acadia University students1 two communities verglearto my heart, the
Glooscap and Annapolis Valley First Natidig presentation focusedn the history
and cultureof local D] [l u kandsandthe work they are doing with Acadia.

The adventof COVIDEI a year agas preventing manyf us from gathering, taking
partin activities,and holding our sacred festivitiesdowever,on the flip side, the
pandemics enabling First Nations, Métis, Inuit womemd gender-diverse people
to come together onlineln a virtual space, they are spending time over coted
tea, and showing their crafting worknd creative skills.

They are building a new kired communityv in the most positive way.

| am so grateful for our women and the knowledge thaiu are passingn to
younger generations. You are a constant sowfcespirationto me.
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President Lorraine Whitman
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My January Agenda

Inmy WE +] MeSgage this month, | have chogentalk about the tremendous
artistry shownby Indigenous wome@and gender-diverse people whrave
respondedso positivelyto our online workshopdt was a delight fometo host two
workshops this month: onen the Ribbon Skirand oneon the 7 Sacred Teachings.

| was also honouretb havebeen chosen for a documentary calléd> With
>} A This film project features local heroes who are making positive chartpeir
communities with a goab help make a better world for everyone. Stay tuned!

ANd ZN S (E isila social media community with its owdaily television showon the
news channefl Jazeera English.seeks out unheard voices and new perspectives. |
took partin a live discussioan the high ratef suicide among Indigenot®oples

in CanadaWe talked about the major risk factoesd the failureof the federal
governmentto put thisissueat the forefrontof its health policies.

| alsowas intervieved by the hostof a popular Newfoundland-based podcast called
AD][lu Matters. _The focuf this interview was the untimely deathf Chantel
Moore. Chantel was shab deathby policein EdmundstonNew Brunswickin June
2020.Six months later, Z v S mpther, Martha Martinhasstill not received the
autopsy results that cdd shed lighton howher daughter was killed during a
wellness checklTothisend, NWAC issued a news release calling out the provincial
P}A Evuneddetn ~o AjgReving familyn the dark like$ Z ] NXVAds
calling for theNew Brunswick authoritieso sharethe resultsof the investigation

with Z v$§ family.

And,asusual, this month | attended weekly meetingggshe MMIWG Core
Committeeand bi-weekly meeting®f Et [ *Advisory Committeand Boardof
Directors. klsotook partin several high-level meetings.

Meeting between the Federal-Provincial-Territorial Ministers responsible for the
Statusof Women and national Indigenous leaders/representatives

The Federal-Provincial-Territorial (FPT) Ministers responsible for the $fatus
Women met virtuallyon Januan?21t22 for their 38th annual meeting. The meeting
wasco-chairedby Lisa Dempster, Minister Responsible for Indigenous Affairs and
Reconciliatiorand for the Statuof Women (Newfoundland), and Maryam Monsef,
Minister for Women and Gender Equality (Canada).



At the meeting, participants endorsed the Federal-Provincial-Territorial Ministerial
Joint Declaration for a Canada freeGender-Based Violende, fight against
gender-based violencandto help advance gender equality for people across
Canada. The joint declaration represeatsimportant stepin developing a National
Action Plarto EndGender-Based Violenae Canada.

During this meeting, the Ministers reiterated the importarafetheir collective work
on genderequality and the usef gender-based analygius (GBA+jo guide
initiatives through the pandemic, taking into account the perspectofesational
Indigenous leaders and representativaasd the 2SLGBTQQIA communities.

NWAG s the second largest national Indigenous organizaim@anada representing
First Nations, Métis, and Inuit womefAs Et [ erepresentative, | was pleasé¢ad
take partin this important two-day meeting, where | emphasized our
disappointment with the delain the federalgoverv u v Sdevelopmeniof a
national actionplanasa responséo the National/ v < u ] &3¢ Calls for Justice.

While the FPT Ministers are developing a separate national agkioron gender-
basedviolence, ] s fiet clear how the two national actigolans will complement one
another, especiallyn lightof the /v < u] @@ihgs that systemic violence against
Indigenous womeiis a reflectionof cultural genocideln my remarks | reiterated:
AN 81 %o the] mBrdersand disappearancesf Indigenous womers an imperative.
Canadahasboth aninternationaland a moral obligationio end the genocidelf the
creationof a national action plan against gender-based violence canusikather
down the roadto safety, then NWAG all for it. Butit mustbe written in concert
with the national actiorplanto prevent violence against Indigenous women, girls,
and gender-diverse people. The typtansmust complementeach sZ E X _

In my remarkson the secondlayof the virtual meeting, had a chancedo delve
further into the impactof COVIDE9 on Indigenous women. The pandemic has
increased the ratesf domestic and family violence (and feavs fact thathasbeen
borne outof a survey that NWAC conductadMay of 2020, which found that the
numbers are especially high among those under thedd@s. Tiedto the violences
the economic insecuritgf Indigenous womerand gender-diverse peopled Z C[ &E
vulnerableand underpaid. Many are living near the poverty line.

Tothis end, | asked the Ministets help NWAC crete jobs that womercandoin
their homes;helpusputin place more counselling servicesid helpus address the
health disparities between Indigenoasd non-Indigenous peopli& your
jurisdictions.



Meeting with Indigenoust } u v [ «Circleto discuss gender-based violence

The Indigenoud }u v [ «Circle (IWC) was sep by Statusof Women Canadto
address systemic inequalities that disproportionately impact Indigenous wanen
girls.Inan advisory capacity, the IWC providasopportunity for Statu®f Women
Canaddo consult with leaders Indigenous communitiesn the challenges they
faceandtheir priorities relatedo advancing gender equality.

In a virtual meeting held with the IWC, | took the opportunigydiscuss waysf
ensuringthat an Indigenoudensis included throughout the national action plan
beingdevelopedoy the FPT Ministers responsible for the Stawfi¥Vomen.In
additionto stating that the two national actioplansshould not duplicater
contradict one another, | also pointed out theedfor:

x a clearly defined role for Indigenous groupshapingthe national action
plan

x a clear monitory and evaluation framework, with consideration gieethe
role of the United Nations Declaratiamm the Rightof IndigenousPemles
(UNDRIPIN the national actiorplan

x aplanthatis culturally appropriateand distinctions-based, with recognitiarf
the uniqueneedsof First Nations, Métisand Inuit womenand gender-diverse
people

x inclusionof four » < & & ] P Zi§httdMulture, rightto health, rightto
security, and righto justice

Interview with the CBQn forced sterilization

Asmore stories surfacef Indigenous women who have experienced forced
sterilizationin public hospitals, NWAlGascreated a toolkito help educateon
consent and righti the health care system. Thee< v } A XoBr Z ] P Ztdelkit
contains valuable informatioan informed consent, informed choi@nd decision-
making, birth control options, patient rightsd responsibilities, and hovo take
actionif your rights havéeenviolated.

CBC and other mediaavecovered this topic over the years. Once again, | was
pleasedo havean opportunityto sit down with the national broadcastéo talk
about this important issue. | stressed the link between this practiwlich was a
recognized policy within some sectioofsthe health care establishment a number
of provincesy andthe deliberate attempto wipe out a people baseah their race.
~ d AJnited Nations says forced sterilizatisrcruel, inhuman, and degrading. For



Indigenous womernif is more thans Z 9 pointed out.“t} u vare the life giversm
Indigenous societyt is cutting out partof whowe & X _

Working meetingon addressing anti-Indigenous racisim v [ khealth care
systems

Representatives from the federal, provinciahd territorial governments, First
Nations, Inuit, Métis Natiorand health system partners gatheréd discussand
confirm actions plannetb address anti-Indigenous racism v  [#mealth care
system.

Asa leadelin raising awareness around this systemic issue, NWAC was instrumental
in identifying the crisi®f missingand murdered Indigenous womeand girlsin

Canada and lobbied the governmenthold a national inquiry. This inquiry
subsequently cited the discriminatory delivari/healthcarev including forced
sterilization, negativehild welfare policies, racisnand misogynistic stereotypesin
contributingto genocide.

These and other points were raisetda letter directedo Patty Hajdu, Ministeof
Health, a weekn advanceof this working meetingy a meetingat which NWAC was
only giveman opportunityto contributeto the discussiomn the secondlayof the
two-day meeting. NWAC hdsd the effortto bring the scourgef racismin health
careto the %o 1 odtt¢mtion, yetwe were not permittedto give more broadlypased
opening remarks along with our maled Indigenous counterparts.

In a press release delivered the same timeasthe meeting, | pointed out™,
NWAC been permittetb speakat the u S] v Bpeningwe wouldhaveexplained
that Indigenous women, girls, and gender-diverse people are disproportionately
affectedby systemic racism and violengehealth & X _

In the release | stressed that the experiencé$ndigenous women, girland
gender-diverse peoplm the healthcaresystem are not the samesthoseof men.

"D -and-P (E with Canadian Heritage Minister

An environmental activist and human rights advocate, Ministie€anadian Heritage
Steven Guilbeauhasstated that the most important relationship him andto
Canadas the one with Indigenous Peoplddehasdeclared a commitmertb
supporting self-determination, improving service deliveyd advancing
reconciliation.



Tothis end,it was a pleasur® connect with Mr. Guilbeaulisa first stepn building
a relationship.

Inour first *u -&nd P (E cBat, | talked abouEt [eenvironmentaland climate
change work and stressed thae wantto be anally of the federal governmentlro
that end, | toldhim about the Canadd\NWAC Accord signaed 2019, whose purpose
it isto work togetheron common interests. These include preserving, promoting,
andrevitalizing Indigenous languages (whieh NWAC focus); and promotiagd
maintaining the connection that Indigenous women have with their langaagle
culture.

A key parof our cultureistiedto artistic expression. The giftirg a baskebf

artisan craftdo Minister Guilbeault waasedto highlight how making crafts and
other itemsatthe ~1]8 ZSv ois,in fact,an important avenue foendingthe
social and economic marginalizatiohindigenous women. Through online crafting
workshopsand our Makers Space program, NWik@roviding a route ouof

poverty.

Congratulationgo Commissioner Michéle Taina Audette

Commissioner Michéle Taina Audeidesenior advisor for reconciliation and
Indigenous educatioat Université Laval. A Native Canadian actigisghas
witnessedand heard the painful storieandtruths of Indigenous families across
Canada, servingsoneof the five commissioners who conducted the National
Inquiry into Missing iad Murdered Indigenous Womeaind Girls. Micheldasalso
servedas presidentof Femmes autochtonedu Québecand of NWAC, ands
Associate Deputy Ministat the Ministryof Relations with Citizerend Immigration
of the Quebec government.

Onbehalfof NWAC andll Indigenous women across Canada, | was pleassdnd
a messagef congratulationgo Michele forher many contributiongo advancing
our cause and for being a role model.



Highlights of 2020 in photos

Highway of Tears interview
and drum for justice in
support of Chantel Moore
and all missing and
murdered Indigenous
women and girls
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