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Overview 

The purpose of this survey is to measure the impact of the global pandemic crisis on Indigenous 

women in Canada. Through advocacy activities such as this one NWAC can ensure the lives of 

First Nations, Inuit, and Métis women and gender-diverse people across Canada are taken into 

account in decision-making by governments at all levels.  

 

Methodology 

This on-line survey was completed using SimpleSurvey. The survey was posted on NWAC’s 
social media channels, including Facebook, Twitter, and Google Ads. 

The field dates for this survey were May 1 to May 29, 2020. In total, a sample of 750 Indigenous 
women and gender-diverse people aged 18 and over completed the survey. Unless stated 
otherwise, the responses reported below are only those of Indigenous women and gender-
diverse people.  

Annex A includes methodological notes from Nanos Research. 

 

Key Highlights of the Survey 

1. Indigenous women are more worried about domestic violence than they are about most 

COVID-19 issues. 

2. Many more Indigenous women are experiencing violence during this pandemic than 

usual. 

3. Indigenous women most vulnerable to violence in the past three months are in the 

North, under 35, and have been financially impacted by COVID-19. 

4. Romantic partners are overwhelmingly seen as the biggest source of violence.  

5. The financial impact of COVID19 is strongly correlated to violence against Indigenous 

women.  

The overall conclusion of this survey suggests that actions from government at all levels are 

needed to address the issue of systemic violence against Indigenous women and gender-

diverse people. 
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Overall, Indigenous women are more worried about domestic violence against women than 
they are about COVID-19. 

Indigenous women and gender-diverse people who have experienced violence in the past three 
months are far more worried about COVID-19 contributing to violence on the home than those 
who have not experienced violence. 
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Indigenous women seem less worried about the impacts of COVID-19, in general, than all 
Canadians. They are most worried about the health of vulnerable people. 
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Indigenous women are reporting more violence during this time of sheltering in place. In May 
2020, 17% have experienced violence (physically or psychologically) in the past three months, 
compared to 10% reporting violence from their spouse over the past five years in 2014. 
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But Indigenous women aren’t all the same: some sub-groups are especially at risk of violence at 
this time. Those who have been financially impacted by COVID-19, those in the North, and 
those under 35 are even more likely to have experienced violence in the past three months.  
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Participants overwhelmingly identify current and past partners as posing the biggest threat of 
violence to Indigenous women. But family is also a significant source: victims are twice as likely 
as non-victims to identify family members as the biggest threat. This may be because women 
are sheltering with family during the crisis. This is consistent with what we know from the 
literature: when facing financial hardship and difficulty finding housing, Indigenous women are 
more likely to stay with family members. As described below, Indigenous women are being hit 
harder financially than Canadians, in general. 
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Most Indigenous women are very worried about many different types of violence and are most 
worried about Elders and children. 
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Indigenous women are being harder hit financially in this crisis than other Canadians, and as the 
literature and this survey show, violence against women is correlated with economic insecurity.  
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A majority (70%) of the women and gender-diverse people who are moderately or majorly 
impacted financially by COVID-19 have experienced violence in the past three months.  
Similarly, women under 35 are also hit especially hard financially, which is also probably 
contributing to their higher rate of violence. 
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Conclusion 

Indigenous women need action on violence now more than ever. Financial impact seems to be 
playing a significant role in making women unsafe. In this time of the pandemic, when shelters 
can’t always stay open, one of the best ways to help Indigenous women and gender-diverse 
people experiencing violence is to ensure they know about and can easily access the 
government’s financial support benefits, so they can afford to shelter in safe places. 
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Annex A: Methodological Notes from Nanos Research 
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For more information about this survey, please contact: 

Gloria Galloway 
613-447-6648 

gloria@gloriagalloway.com 
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